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First Graduating Class of Ethiopian Students Receives their MSc Degree in Disaster Risk Science and Sustainable Development at Bahir Dar University. 

The first post-graduate class of 13 young Ethiopian professionals has recently received their MSc degrees in Disaster Risk Science and Sustainable Development (DRSSD) in the spring of 2010 from Bahir Dar University. This represents an historical first for Ethiopia - the first cadre of young mid-career professionals trained in this new academic field. As such, a new generation of students is being trained to address the urgent task of managing disasters such as extreme flood and drought events in the country. It is anticipated that Bahir Dar University will assume national leadership in training a new generation of educators and managers to bolster the risk preparedness and prevention capacity of their nation. A second cohort class of 15 MSc candidates (including 4 women) is now preparing to undertake their Master thesis field research in coming months. Additionally, a third cohort class has just enrolled for their first semester of training in the DRSSD program. The program has been funded by USAID under a three-year university linkages grant that builds the institutional capacity of Bahir Dar University in close partnership with the University of Arizona and two private sector small businesses, TANGO International and Ferguson Lynch IT Consultants and Architects. The project is administered by Higher Education and Development (HED), a US NGO based in Washington, D.C. 
